Memorandum of Agreement for a joint PhD/Doctoral Degree

between the University of Heidelberg, Germany, 

represented by its Rector, Prof. Dr. Bernhard Eitel,

and

the <name of university>, <address of university>, 

represented by its President, <name of President>,

concerning 

<name of student>

Motivated by a common desire to expand the scientific co-operations between German and <name of country> research groups by means of the mobility of their doctoral candidates, the universities agree on the following:

PREAMBLE:

Conforming to the regulations in force in both countries, the <name of university> and the University of Heidelberg thereafter designated as "the institutions", agree to put into place a doctoral co-supervision programme for: 
<name of student>,

The agreement covers the terms of the training that <name of student> will receive for the preparation of a thesis in the area of “<field of study/thesis title>” co-directed by <names of supervisors> for the <name of university> and <names of supervisors> for the University of Heidelberg. 

ADMINISTRATIVE TERMS:

Article 1: Lead university

The lead institution will be the <name of lead university> responsible for the overall administration of the student’s work and the examination process.

Article 2: Registration

The student will be registered in the two universities according to the terms and regulations specific to each of them. Personal details of the student will be shared between both Institutions to facilitate matriculation, registration etc. For day-to-day functions the local rules of the institution in which the student is resident will apply. Conforming to the MoU, <name of student> will pay the fees of his/her lead university, <name of lead university>:he/she will be exempted from the <name of university> fees.

Article 3: Social Security and Insurance

The student is responsible for appropriate insurance coverage (health, accident, civil liability). 

Article 4: Length of the Agreement

This agreement will start from the initial registration of the student and will finish with the oral presentation of the doctoral thesis. 
The length of time spent in each university has been defined jointly by the two research directors, according to the following calendar:

Academic Years

2010/2011: to be carried out in <name of appropriate university>

2011/2012: to be carried out in <name of appropriate university>

2012/2013: to be carried out in <name of appropriate university>

PEDAGOGIC TERMS

Article 1: Scientific supervision

The scientific supervision and training will be provided by the research group directed by <names of supervisors> in the University of Heidelberg and by the research group directed by <names of supervisors> in <name of University>.

Each university agrees to provide the resources necessary to permit the realisation of the research for the duration of this Agreement, within the limits of available funds.

Article 2: Research Directors

<names of supervisors> are designated as research directors for this student and fully agree to carry out the duties linked to their status of research directors in their own universities. They will hold together an actual or virtual meeting with the student at least once a year.

Article 3: The examination

The<name of lead university> will be responsible for the organisation of the examination. The jury will include the research directors and other jury members designated by the authorised representatives (Rector / President / Dean of the respective faculty) of each university.
The thesis will be written in <appropriate language> and will contain a substantial synopsis written in <appropriate language>. The oral examination will be held in <name of lead university> in <appropriate language>. 
Article 4: Graduation

The <name of university> and the University of Heidelberg agree to award a joint PhD with the title of <appropriate title> if the appropriate standards are met in the thesis presented and in the examination. The graduate may elect to graduate at one ceremony of either University and will be awarded a single certificate, which makes it clear that the degree is jointly awarded and carries the crest of both Universities. [Alternative option: each university awards its own certificate; in this case both certificates must mention that the degree is jointly awarded by the two universities.]
Article 5: Official registration and filing

The official registration, the filing on lists and the reproduction of the abovementioned thesis will be done under the laws of each country and the regulations of each University. 
Article 6: Duration of the agreement

The present agreement becomes operative from the date of signature of the representative of each of the two parties and will be valid to the end of the academic year during which the thesis will be defended. In case the student should renounce writing the joint thesis, or should the thesis directors jointly decide not to allow him to continue writing the thesis, the two institutions would immediately bring the present agreement to an end, by a joint decision.
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<name of student>

President of the <name of university>

…………………………………………………………………….

Place, date: ………………………………………

<name of president>

Supervisor of the <name of university>
…………………………………………………………………….

Place, date: ………………………………………

<name of supervisor>

Rector of the University of Heidelberg 
…………………………………………………………………….

Place, date: ………………………………………

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Eitel 
Dean of the <name of faculty>
…………………………………………………………………….

Place, date: ………………………………………
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